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CHAP.XXVL become the paramount state of India. Although
we exercised the powers of this supremacy in many
instances before 1817, we have used and asserted
them more generally since the extension of our in-
fluence by the events of that and the following
year. It then became an established principle of
our policy to maintain tranquillity among the stateB
of India, and to prevent the anarchy and misrule
which were likely to disturb the general ponce.*
After referring to instances in illustration of this
statement, Sir Charles Motcalfe proceeded thus: " In
the case of succession to a principality, it ROOM
clearly incumbent on us, with reference to this prin-
ciple, to refuse to acknowledge any but the lawful
successor, as otherwise we should throw the weight of
our power into the scale of usurpation and injustice.
Our influence is too pervading to admit of neutrality^
and sufferance would operate as support." Tho ques-
tions actually at IBSUO iu the case of Bhurtporo wore
subsequently adverted to in an abstract form* " If,'5
said Sir Charles Metcalfe, " the prince bo a minor,
the constitution of eacli state will point out the
proper person to exercise the powers of regency
during the minority, and that gerson, for the time,
must stand in the place of the prince* Such mis-
rate may possibly occur as will compel us to inter-*
fere, either for the interests of the minor prince or
for the preservation of general tranquillity, the ex-
istence of which is endangered by anarchy* In such
an extreme case the deposition of the culpable re-
gency, and the nomination of another according to